
MISSISSIPPI WIRELESS COMMUNICATION COMMISSION 
 

July 6, 2006 Meeting Minutes 
 

 
Place:  MDOT 1st floor auditorium 
 
Meeting was called to order at 1:30 pm by Chairman George Phillips. 
 
Commission Members Present: 
 
MS Department of Public Safety    George Phillips 
MS Department of Corrections    Chris Epps 
MS Association of Fire Chiefs    Tom Lariviere 
MS Department of Information Technology Services David Litchliter 
MS Department of Transportation    Willie Huff 
MS Municipal League      Nick Wilson (for Gene McGee)   
MS Supervisors Association     Joel Yelverton 
SafeCity Initiative      Mark McCreery 
MS Department of Health     Brian Amy 
MS Chief of Highway Patrol     Michael Berthay 
MS National Guard      Gary Ladd 
MS Emergency Management Agency   Tom McAllister 
 
Advisory Members Present: 
Representative Tyrone Ellis     Senator Tom King 
Representative Johnny Stringer    Senator Jack Gordon 
        Senator Tommy Robertson 
      
Chairman George Phillips called the meeting to order at 1:30 pm.  Chairman Phillips asked for a 
motion to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Chris Epps made the motion, and it was 
seconded by Tom Lariviere.  The minutes were unanimously approved. 
 
Joel Yelverton stated that there was no report for the Rules Committee. 
 
David Litchliter reported for the Cellular RFP Committee.  The Committee should have a final 
draft of the RFP by next week.  The draft will be presented to the ITS Board for approval on 
July 21st.  Chairman Phillips stated that the Commission will vote on the draft at the August 
meeting.  Confidentiality agreements must be signed before viewing the draft.  After approval, 
the RFP will be advertised according to state law.   
 
There was no report from the Integrating Needs Committee.  Chairman Phillips stated 
that a new chairman will be appointed. 
 
Chris Epps reported for the RFP Committee.  He asked Mr. Litchliter to give the report.  
Mr. Litchliter stated that the evaluation of proposals is going well, and the process is 
working as it should.  They are on schedule and anticipate being completed by 
September 1st. 
 
Willie Huff reported for the Interoperability Committee.  The JPS-Raytheon training on 
the ACU-1000 went well.  Donald Loper of DPS and his staff have done an excellent 
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job.  State units will have interoperability on VHF channels with each of the coastal 
counties.  FEMA sent a team to evaluate the interoperability needs of the coastal 
counties, and they should publish their findings soon.  Chairman Phillips stated that Bill 
Buffington, Mr. Huff, and other committee members have done an excellent job. 
 
Chairman Phillips asked if there was any old or new business to be discussed. 
 
David Litchliter questioned whether or not an appropriation bill is needed for the 
expenditure of money in the Integrated Public Safety Communications Fund.  There 
was a discussion of expenses.  Members of the Advisory Committee agreed to meet 
later to discuss this issue. 
 
Willie Huff expressed his concern about the need to set up a committee for the 
management of a radio system.  He stated that the WCC should look at how other 
states manage this type of system.  Chairman Phillips tasked a committee to see how 
other state systems are governed.  The following members were named to the 
Governance Committee:  Gary Ladd (chair), Tom McAllister, and Nick Wilson.   
 
The next meeting will be August 3, 2006, in the MDOT Auditorium at 1:30 pm. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:50 pm. 


